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Harold Kaufman Chosen as Founders Day Honoree 
 

Please join us for our traditional Founders Day event at the Dana Point 

Community House on San Juan Avenue on Wednesday, May 28, at 6 PM when 

we will honor former Dana Point mayor Harold Kaufman.   At many seminal 

moments in Dana Point’s history, Harold was there --- during the formation of the 

Dana Point Historical Society, the incorporation of the city of Dana Point, as a 

member of the first city Planning Commission and as a city councilman and mayor. 

This special evening will begin with an appetizer buffet, which will include wine 

and refreshments.  The program will start at approximately 6:30 PM and the 

evening will end with cake and coffee.  Included in the festivities is the celebration 

of Dana Point’s 25th cityhood anniversary with visual displays of our history.   Be 

sure to join us for this fun evening of celebration and reminiscences. 

 
 

The DPHS Scholarship Fiesta Dinner will be 

held on the evening of Tuesday, June 24, at 

Doheny State Beach.  Jack Saunderson of El 

Patio Café will once again cater the occasion 

with his delicious Mexican food, so popular with last year’s large crowd.  Use the clip-out coupon in the May or 

June News Drogher so that you can come and meet our 2014 scholarship winners and enjoy the special tour of the 

newly reopened Visitor Center at Doheny State Beach.  The tours start at 5 PM with dinner beginning at 6 PM.  

Advance purchase tickets for society members are $25 and $30 for non-members.  Be sure to get your reservations 

early --- last year’s very large crowd made the event a tremendous success for our scholarship program!  Parking 

at Doheny Beach is included in your ticket purchase.   The registration form can be found inside our newsletter 

and also online at:  Fiesta Dinner Registration Form  

(http://www.danapointhistorical.org/scholarship-fiesta-dinner-registration-form/2144/) 
 

 

DPHS Board of Directors Announces Change in Museum Hours 
 

Due to the lack volunteers needed to maintain the 12-hour/ 3-day schedule at our museum, the board is reducing 

the hours to 8 hours per week.  The new hours will be Tuesdays 1-3 PM, Thursday 1-3 PM, and Saturdays 11 AM-

3 PM.  The museum will always take requests for appointment visits as well.  The new hours will begin on June 1. 

People interested in volunteering can go to http://www.danapointhistorical.org/dphs-museum-docent-

schedule/2032/ or call Mary Williams at 248-7164. 

http://www.danapointhistorical.org/scholarship-fiesta-dinner-registration-form/2144/
http://www.danapointhistorical.org/dphs-museum-docent-schedule/2032/
http://www.danapointhistorical.org/dphs-museum-docent-schedule/2032/


President’s Message 

Attending the April California Preservation Foundation Conference on the Asilomar State Beach 

conference grounds was a living lesson in preservation and natural-resource management. 

Originally built by the YWCA with the help of Phoebe Apperson Hearst,  in 1956 the YWCA agreed 

to sell Asilomar, at half the appraised value, to the California State Parks with the understanding 

it would continue to operate as a conference grounds “providing an inspirational setting for all.”  

John Carl Warnecke directed an architectural “master plan” for the newly acquired State Park 

that complemented architect Julia Morgan’s vision of preserving open space and vistas of the sea. It’s beauty and 

setting make it a heritage tourism destination that completely pays for park expenses through visitor revenue. 

Asilomar is just one of the 280 California State Parks units,  the largest state park system in the United States, now 

celebrating its 150th anniversary this year. 

Dana Point is fortunate to have Doheny State Beach with its own legacy and seascape and we are also blessed with 

Dana Point Harbor’s Orange County Park which leads to the Dana Point Nature Interpretive Center and the Dana 

Point Preserve at the Headlands, managed by the nonprofit Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM).  The 

featured speakers at our April meeting presented a fascinating history of the headlands and all it offers today.  Thanks 

to the generous $15 million grant by the Harry and Grace Steele Foundation, the CNLM  purchased the Dana Point 

Headlands Preserve and manages the natural resources in perpetuity for present and future generations.   

May is Preservation Month in California and across the nation.  The California State Office of Historical Preservation 

has challenged us to identify our local historic resources and to attend our local historical events such as the 50th 

Anniversary Commemoration of the Vietnam War featuring the Vienam Memorial Wall May 14-18, in Sea Terrace 

Park. Dana Point’s history as a planned community dates to 1924 with Spanish Colonial Revival buildings erected 

within a few years.   Three of these early buildings are located on Del Prado, part of the Town Center Construction 

Project, representing the cultural legacy of 1920s Dana Point, one the home of StillWater Spirits & Sounds, which 

recently received a preservation award (see below). 

Our May Founders Meeting will honor former mayor Harold Kaufman for his involvement as one of the founders of 

the city’s incorporation and we will celebrate the city’s 25th Anniversary.  Bring your  checkbook and reserve your 

spot for the  Scholarship Fundraiser Dinner at Doheny State Beach on June 24th—a Fiesta remembering Lucy 

Chavarrias Saunderson and Doris I. Walker.  Please join us.  

Barbara Force Johannes 

Left: DPHS nominated StillWater Spirits & Sounds and owner Damian 

Collins to receive the Historic/Cultural Preservation Award from the Dana 

Point Chamber of Commerce.  StillWater received its award at the “State 

of the City” luncheon on Tuesday, April 29. Pictured from left are Gary 

Macrides, Orange County Association of Realtors; Lauralyn Loynes, Chair, 

Dana Point Chamber of Commerce; StillWater representatives Edgar 

Carbajal, Matt Guzzetta, Callan Warthen and Danielle Hoose; and Heather 

Johnston, Executive Director, Dana Point Chamber of Commerce. 

 

 

Right:  Our April Program, “The History of the Headlands,” was a 

wonderful evening of historic photos, reminiscences, stories of how 

it came to be a preserve and how it is used now.  Rene Cortez, far 

right, served as emcee.  Pictured with him from left are Robert 

Wilson, DPHS member and historian; Sean Vogt, Nature Interpretive 

Center; Lee Ann Carranza, Center for Natural Lands Management, 

and Mel Pierce, DPHS member. 



Report from the California Preservation Foundation Conference      by Keith Johannes 

I represented the Dana Point Historical Society at the California Preservation Foundation Conference, which took place at the 

historic Asilomar Conference Grounds and State Park in Pacific Grove, California.  The site celebrated its 100th anniversary in 

2013, and this year it is honored as a California Historic Landmark and Asilomar architect Julia Morgan (1872-1957) will be honored 

with the American Institute of Architects’ Gold Medal. Morgan designed the original 16 buildings, 11 of which remain. Several 

walking tours of Asilomar were offered as part of the conference.  An overview included the beginnings of Asilomar, Julia Morgan 

Architecture and Natural Forest and Dune Preserve information covering the historic core of the conference grounds and the dunes 

boardwalk.  Another tour looked at strategies for determining optimal preservation, including maintenance of historic structures and 

incorporating Americans with Disabilities Act compliance upgrades.  A third tour discussed the creation of Asilomar and the later 

efforts to save the grounds and buildings that resulted in its becoming part of the California State Parks system. 
 

The conference, titled Redefining Preservation: Dialogues and Directions in Cultural Heritage, was defined by workshops, tours 

and educational sessions “…for re-inventing preservation in our neighborhoods, at our city councils and in professional practice.”  

We were reminded that historic preservation is now a mature movement.  More communities are beginning to realize how preserving 

their heritage is great for the local economies as well as their culture. More developers are also coming on board as they see 

benefits for themselves in many areas of support including Federal and, possibly, State tax credits. 
 

The Economic Development and State Historic Tax Credit Act (AB 1999), introduced by Assemblywoman Toni Adkins’ is currently 

sponsored by a broad-based coalition under the leadership of the California Preservation Foundation and the California Council of 

the American Institute of Architects.  If passed, this legislation will establish an incentive for economic development through the 

rehabilitation of historic buildings. The bill proposes a 25% tax credit, with a 5% bonus for certain projects, for buildings restored 

according to rehabilitation standards.  Currently, 34 states have similar programs. Each year approximately 30,000 properties are 

added to the National Register as part of districts or by individual listings. These new California financial incentives may encourage 

owners of historic properties to list their buildings on the National or State Register of Historic Places to take advantage of 

rehabilitation credits.  
 

Referencing the conference, my thoughts for Dana Point include updating our historic survey, defining our cultural layers and 

determining the cultural heritage of our entire city and region including natural, residential and commercial historic resources.  As 

our population becomes more diverse, our stories should reflect all the ethnicities and layers of our history. 
 

Scholarship Fiesta Dinner Order Form 
 

 
 

Mail in by June 21 to:   Dana Point Historical Society, PO Box 544, Dana Point, CA 92629  

 

Number of Society member adults: _____________ @ $25 each (enclose check/money order)  

 

Number of Society member children (under 12): __________ @ $10 each (enclose check/money order) 

 

Number of NON-Society member adults: _____________ @ $30 each (enclose check/money order) 

 

Number of NON-Society member children (under 12): _______ @ $15 each (enclose check/money order) 

 

Additional Gift Donation to the Scholarship Fund: $ _______________ 

 

Name ____________________________________________________________________  Phone_______________________  
 

Address _____________________________________________City ______________State _________ Zip______________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



DANA POINT HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

P. O. BOX 544 

DANA POINT CA 92629 

                                                                                                           
                       

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                           RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2014 DPHS Calendar     
 

May 28: Founders Day   June 24: Scholarship Fiesta Dinner      Sept 5,6 & 7: Tall Ships Festival      Oct 5:  Home Tour 
   
     

Membership 
    

Welcome new members Joel & Gloria Weintraub, Jim & Bar-
bara Reese and Brian & Aura Ward.  And a special thank you 
to new member Robert Zasa for his Life membership.  
 

Just a reminder for those who pay their membership dues an-
nually.  Your dues should have been paid in January.  If you 
haven’t paid your dues, now might be a good time to upgrade 
your membership to the Patron level or even a Life Membership.   
 

The membership categories are as follows: 
 
Individual - $25 annual 
Family   - $30 annual 
Business - $50 annual 
Patron  - $100 annual 
Life  - $500 lifetime 
 

All contributions are tax deductible as the Historical Society is a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. 

Regina Barnes  
 

 
Join the Dana Point Historical 
Society Home Tour Committee!  
 
Home Tour Chairs Mary Crowl and   
Suzanne Ennis will have their next 

meeting on May 20 at 2 PM at the museum. All interested 
persons are encouraged to attend.  This will be a promis-
ing new venture for our home tour since we have never 
previously had access inside the gates of Niguel Shores.  
Now is your chance to get in on the ground floor of this 
very special event.  LOTS of volunteers, at all levels of 
commitment, will be needed. “Coastal Living Niguel 

Shores Style” will take place on Sunday, October 5, 2014. 

 

Thank You April Museum  
Volunteers and Docents! 

Alice Anderson, Elizabeth Bamattre, 
Joel Bishop, Max Brown, Rene Cortez, Mary 
Crowl, Paul Hinman, Rod Howorth, Nancy Jenkins, 
Barbara Johannes, Keith Johannes, Linda Moore, 
Kirsten Reynolds, Mary Williams (Chair). 
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