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Ingrid McGuire to Be Founders Day Honoree 
 
Longtime Dana Point resident Ingrid McGuire has been selected as this year’s Founders Day honoree.  Ingrid will 
be honored at our annual Founders Day event on Wednesday, May 22.  This will be held at the Community 
House at 24642 San Juan Avenue.  Social hour begins at 6 p.m. followed by our meeting and award presentation 
at approximately 6:45.  Look inside for more information about Ingrid and her history with Dana Point. 
 

Home Tour Set for October 6, 2013 

 
Denise and Robert Morrison's request for Historic Resource Designation and participation 

in the Mills Act for their Sidney H. Woodruff historic home was approved by the DP 

Planning Commission on January 14, 2013.  Their Historic Preservation Agreement (Mills 

Act) was approved by the DP City Council on February 19, 2013.  May is Preservation 

Month and the Morrison home is the most recent addition to our city's Historic Register. 

The 1928 home will be featured on our Sunday, 

October 6th Annual Home Tour along with 

several other Woodruff houses. Denise Morrison 

is an interior designer who is intent on restoring 

the property as an artform, keeping the essential 

original features that remain from S.H. 

Woodruff's era in Dana Point when his wife and step-daughter lived there with 

him.  Our congratulations and thanks go to the Morrisons for preserving the 

historical culture of Santa Clara Avenue and the City of Dana Point. Volunteers 

for advertising, boutique sales, catering, docent work, logistics planning, 

registration, recruiting sponsors, etc., are needed. But many hands make light 

work and no contribution of time is too small!  Interested members should contact Mary Crowl by email at 

mccrowl33@yahoo.com or by calling 949-481-4656. The next meeting of the Home Tour Committee is scheduled for May 

20 at 7 p.m. at the museum.  This event is our largest annual fundraising event and we hope we can count on your help make 

it a success! 

 

DPHS Members Invited to City and Chamber of Commerce Dinner 

 
The City of Dana Point and the Chamber of Commerce are hosting an informal dinner on June 20, from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. at the City Hall Plaza.  The cost is $12 for DPHS members because we are a Chamber of Commerce 
member.  Nonmembers pay $20.  Simply state that you are DPHS member at the door to receive the reduced 
price.  Price includes food, soft drinks, wine and beer.  Our museum will also be open during that time and we 
welcome you to encourage event participants to visit our new facility. 
 
 

Remember to visit us on the web at www.DanaPointHistorical.org 



President’s Message 
 

Beloved author and DPHS founder Doris I. Walker was honored on April 16, when the bronze tribute by Christopher Pecharka was 

unveiled at Heritage Park by the Dana Point City Council, together with her sons, Brent and Blair Walker.  Mayor 

Steven Weinberg spoke to the city officials, family and friends in attendance and compared Doris’s love for this 

area to the description Richard Henry Dana Jr. made of our coastal bluffs as the only romantic spot on the coast.  

As promised in earlier conceptual drawings, Pecharka’s pop-up storybook sculpture brings to life the heritage of 

Dana Point and the Orange County coastal area Doris celebrated in her articles, books and programs.  Doris was 

also saluted by Pamela Harrell, Chair of the Orange County Historical Commission, and her fellow commissioners 

for Doris’s contributions during her years of service on the Orange County Historical Commission.  Compass Point 

at Heritage Park on Old Golden Lantern is now dedicated and renamed as the Doris Walker Overlook.   Do take the opportunity to visit 

and see the three-dimensional Pilgrim, the Capistrano Mission Bells and the Hide Drogher, that are among the historical symbols of our 

culture and heritage depicted on the sculpture.   If you are fortunate to have a copy of Doris I. Walker’s Home Port for Romance, you will 

be inspired to read and appreciate it again. 

Our April 24th meeting was moved to the City Council Chambers in order to video Eric Jessen’s talk, entitled “A Historical Overview of 

Regional Parks and Open Space in Dana Point.”  A reception followed his presentation in our museum gallery where members enjoyed 

speaking with Eric.  We have received raves about Eric’s well-organized and polished presentation and have requests that he be asked 

to speak again sometime in the next year.  Our sincere thanks to Eric, the city staff who prepared the meeting location for us and our 

board members who made all the arrangements for the evening’s program. 

The Scholarship Committee has met and chosen the two recipients whose names will be announced at their high school awards 

ceremonies in late May.   We look forward to being introduced to our scholarship winners at the June 26th Doheny Beach Scholarship 

BBQ, so please reserve that date for our annual fun event. 

The museum gallery is open on Tuesday, Thursdays and Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and I want to thank everyone who has made 

that possible by volunteering for a two-hour shift in the past five weeks.  We need and would love to have additional volunteers, so please 

telephone the Historical Society office, 949-248-8121, and let us know if you are willing to help.  The museum can only be open if one of 

us volunteers and there are interesting books, exhibits and photos to entertain. 

Dana Point made a significant contribution to the 38th Annual California Preservation Conference during May 1-3.   Five members of the 

Dana Point Historical Society attended as registered participants or volunteers including Elizabeth Bamattre, Keith Johannes, Linda 

Moore, DP Councilman Carlos N. Olvera, representing the Orange County Historical Commission, and myself.   In addition, members of 

the City of Dana Point Community planning department in attendance included John Tilton, City Architect; Erica Demkowicz, Senior 

Planner; Saima Qureshy, Senior Planner; and Christy Teague, Economic Development Manager.  The Dana Point Historical Society was 

named as a Conference Partner because we had representation on the Conference Steering Committee beginning in January 2012 and 

assisted in locating a hotel for the conference, obtained sponsors and participants for the conference and wrote a study tour to South 

Orange County entitled Journey Through Time.  The City of Dana Point was well acknowledged for sending City Planning representatives 

to the conference.  The California Preservation Foundation and its annual conference is important because it is the only statewide non-

profit historic preservation education, advocacy and membership organization in California.  The CPF mission is to educate and advocate 

for the preservation of California's diverse cultural and architectural heritage through workshops, the Preservation Design Awards and 

the Annual California Preservation Conference that alternates between northern and southern California. 

May 22 is our Founders Day program and Ingrid McGuire is our honoree.  I first met Ingrid years ago when she rang our doorbell when 

campaigning for City Council.  Much later, when we met at a Historical Society event, I was amazed that Ingrid remembered where we 

first met!  Our members will have the pleasure of acknowledging Ingrid’s contributions and dedication to our community and we hope you 

can join us at 6 p.m. that evening. 

Barbara Force Johannes 

 

 

Sandie Iverson, Linda Moore, Mary Williams, Mary Crowl, Joel Bishop, Ann and Robert Shultz, Rene Cortez, Rob Howorth, Kirsten 
Reynolds, Heidi Hyde, Christy Johnson, Liz Bamattre, Max Brown and Keith and Barbara Johannes.  We hope other members will 
consider being a docent for a couple hours per month.  Call the museum Tuesdays, Thursday and Saturdays from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. or leave 
us a message telling us of your interest: 949-248-8121. 



 

Founders Day Honoree Ingrid McGuire 
 

A truly civic-minded person, Ingrid McGuire has been involved in community activities almost from the moment 
she and her husband, Jim, bought a home in Monarch Bay Terrace in 1979. Until 1989 that area was part of 
Laguna Niguel, so that is where she started. First, she was elected to her Homeowners Association Board and, 
in 1981, she was elected to the Laguna Niguel Community Council.  In 1985 Ingrid was elected to the South 
Coast Water Board using her degree in chemistry and experience working at Monsanto Chemical as worthy 
credentials. 

Ingrid soon became involved in the incorporation activities of Dana 
Point and worked toward including the Monarch Beach area as part of 
our coastal city. She formed a group called Monarch Bay Terrace 
Neighbors for Dana Point and initiated a postcard mailing to every 
resident of that area advocating a vote for Dana Point and asking them 
to choose a name for the area. The name Monarch Beach was the 
overwhelming favorite and its residents did vote to join Dana Point. 
 
The election for the first City Council of Dana Point was held in June, 
1988. Ingrid ran at that time and was elected to that first City Council. 
She reports that it was an exciting but precarious six months in getting 

the city organized by a council that had no money, no authority, no place to meet and no insurance coverage. 
However, as of January 1, 1989, when incorporation became effective, the council assumed the authority and 
responsibility of getting Dana Point up and running. Ingrid will, thus, always be in the history books as a 
participant of Dana Point’s very beginning. 
 
Since hers was one of the short terms, Ingrid had to run again in 1990, which she did (without good planning, as 
she says) and lost that election. So, in 1992, she ran again for the South Coast Water District Board and was 
elected, and was re-elected to that board in 1996.   
 
In 1998, Ingrid was a candidate again for City Council and was elected and became Mayor in 2000.  She decided 
not to run for reelection in 2002 because of the recent loss of her husband. However, never one to slack in her 
civic duties, she did run again for the Water Board but lost that election.  In 2004 she was a candidate for the 
Water Board and was elected and was subsequently reelected in 2008.  She then retired at the end of that term, 
in 2012, after more than 30 years at the service of the community.  
 
This long record of service is quite remarkable given that the young Ingrid came to this country from Austria as 
a college student, met Jim McGuire, a PhD student and her husband to be, while here and eventually came back 
after getting married in her home town in Austria. There followed some busy years with Ingrid working at 
Monsanto Chemical in Ohio near where her husband was employed, finishing her degree at Ohio State and 
several subsequent moves for her husband’s employment. Those moves included a stay in California before 
spending seven years in Saigon during and after the Vietnam War, where her husband was working for an 
American firm that had a consulting contract with the government.  They came back to California in 1979 when 
her husband took a job with Boeing, and so began her long years of community involvement recounted here—a 
life history that certainly qualifies her as an outstanding Founder of Dana Point. 
 
           Mary Crowl   

              

 

Please join us for the Dana Point Historical Society annual barbecue fundraiser at beautiful Doheny State Beach. Each 

year DPHS awards two scholarships to qualified students: the $1000 Doris I. Walker Scholarship and the $1000 Lucy 

Chavarrias-Saunderson Scholarship. Tickets are $25 with advance purchase or $30 at the door (get the form in next 

month’s newsletter or print it now from our website: http://www.danapointhistorical.org/barbecue-registration-form). 

Tickets for children under 12 are $10. Advance purchase reservations must be received by June 21.  Please volunteer to 

help at this event by calling Vice-President for Programs, Ann Shultz at the museum office 949-248-8121 (message) or 

email her at connollyshultz@yahoo.com . 

http://www.danapointhistorical.org/barbecue-registration-form
mailto:connollyshultz@yahoo.com


By Keith Johannes, Preservation Chair 

The introductory reception of the conference was 
held in the Old Orange County Courthouse where 
wine and appetizers were served in the gorgeous 
Romanesque Revival Courthouse c. 1901.  A natural 
history exhibit was open in the upstairs museum and 
tours could be taken of the restored courtroom where 
period films are still made and civil marriages can be 
held in the beautifully restored interior. 

At the opening plenary session of the conference held 
in Chapman Memorial Auditorium, formerly Orange 
High School, City of Orange Mayor Teresa Smith 
presented California Preservation Foundation (CPF) 

Executive Director Cindy Heitzman with a welcome basket, a City of Orange tradition.  Mayor Smith then described how 
she became involved in historic preservation in the 1970s when a couple living in a historic home were threatened with 
an eminent domain eviction by the City of Orange which planned to build a new parking lot.  She said it was “game on” as 
the community galvanized to save homes and thus the Old Town Preservation Association was formed in 1986.  The CPF 
backed the Old Town preservation efforts and informed them of the California Environmental Quality Act.  Chastised back 
then for speaking in opposition to the Orange City Council, “Tita” Smith is now the charming Mayor in a City known for its 
historic districts and Old Town Orange was subsequently placed on the National Register in 1997.  

CPF President Charles Chase, AIA, cited “community pride in history” as the reason for the title, “The True California 
Adventure, Preservation’s Wild Ride, Orange County.”   He observed that while Orange County is promoted for our beaches, 
resorts and theme park entertainment, there are those who are dedicated to preserving the old and blending the new to 
preserve the value of historical culture and heritage.   The conference introduced new technologies to meet the challenges 
of protecting and preserving our historic landmarks and communities.  Much of the focus of the conference was related to 
saving historic structures and adapting them for reuse with different purposes.  An example we witnessed while on a later 
tour included an Ice House in Orange, now an artist studio and residence.  We have some of our own examples in Dana 
Point.  The building used by Sidney H. Woodruff as an auditorium for real estate presentations, is currently StillWater 
Spirits and Sounds and Danman’s Music School.    

Carol Rowland-Nawi, PhD, State Historic 
Preservation Officer, observed that we gather “to 
listen, learn . . . plan and strategize about how to 
make preservation in California more vibrant and 
effective.”  One of her examples referenced a 
Journey Through Time tour that was organized by 
our president, Barbara Johannes.  Elizabeth 
Bamattre and Barbara led a tour group the first 
day of the conference that emphasized regional 
heritage tourism in South Orange County.  The 
itinerary included the Los Rios Historic District in 
San Juan Capistrano where local guides Jerry 
Nieblas and Lori Porter told the story of the oldest 
continual residential district in California and its 
history with Mission San Juan Capistrano.  The 
second stop was the Bluff Top Park where Liz read 
from Richard Henry Dana’s Two Years Before Mast, 
explaining the significance of the Hide Drogher 
statue and the 1930 hotel arches. Then a brief walk 
down historic El Camino Capistrano past Sidney 
Woodruff homes and 1929 sidewalk, curb and 
lantern base stamps en route to the Doris I. Walker 
overlook in Heritage Park.  Lunch aboard the 
Pilgrim was next, while two docents dressed as 

Among  the CPF Conference participants enjoying  the May 1st Journey Through Time 
tour are:   Left to right: Pamela Harrell, OC Historical Commission Chair; Eric Stovner, 
Architect; Steve Adamson, OC Historical Commissioner; Liz Bamattre, Tour Speaker, 
DPHS; Carlos N. Olvera, OC Historical Commissioner; Lynne Yauger,  OC Historical 
Commissioner: and  Saima Qureshy, Senior Planner, City of Dana Point. Photo by 
Barbara Johannes, Tour Moderator. 



sailors told of the sailor’s life at the time of R.H. Dana Jr.’s voyage.  The tour then passed Doheny State Beach, the memorial 
to Ned Doheny Jr., on the way to the newly restored San Clemente Casino where we were greeted by Linda Sadeghi, of LAB 
Holding, LLC, a company which revitalizes historic buildings for retail space and other uses.  She explained the restoration 
steps for the repurposed event center and soon-to-open café.   The finale was a tour of Casa Romantica with San Clemente 
City planner Jim Pechous and two of the building’s restoration architects.  Ole Hanson’s beautiful home is a perfect example 
of restoration and adaptive reuse, saved by the City of San Clemente and now a beautiful cultural and event center.   

John Moorlach, Orange County Supervisor, while acknowledging many tourists come to OC for the entertainment venues, 
said that an increasing number are becoming aware of our park system and historical treasures.  Supervisor Moorlach 
spoke about his life-long obsession of photographing all of the (25) California State historical sites in Orange County while 
narrating personal family pictures in an entertaining presentation inspired by now-deceased reporter Huell Howser.  
Supervisor Moorlach is booked six months in advance as a speaker, but when asked, said he is willing to share his photos. 

Shaheen Sadeghi, President and CEO of LAB Holding, LLC was the keynote speaker.  Known for his urban renovation, the 
LAB has gained international recognition for its adaptive reuse of historic buildings and has been interviewed by numerous 
networks and media.  The Anaheim Packing District, opening this year, is his current project and he is known for the LAB 
in Costa Mesa and the restoration of San Clemente Casino.  Shadeghi’s thought-provoking questions asked why people are 
attracted to historic sights like the Taj Mahal, Machu Pechu and Petra.  Historic buildings are authentic and hold memories 
and stories.  The 1919 Anaheim Packing house represents the lives of workers and their families when it was one of the 
main industries in the county.  It will now include 22 restaurants; five years ago there were those in Anaheim who wanted 
it torn down.  Sadeghi’s message was to use our historic structures to build our future authenticity.  There is a shift, as 
people want a more meaningful environment and spiritual life.  Audiences want to participate in a cause and a localized 
culture rather than sit on the sidelines as just a statistic or bar code. 

The speakers were interesting and the Educational Tracks of the conference offered sessions and study tours that expanded 
on their topics.   1) Nuts & Bolts, Gadgets focused on new and traditional approaches to historic preservation practices.  2) 
Destination Travel presented sessions on economic development through heritage tourism because heritage travelers stay 
longer and spend more money to see historic venues.  3) Futurama sessions were concerned with preserving our modern 
legacy such as the Eichler tracts and ranch homes of California and modern office buildings that could be torn down or 
remodeled beyond recognition.  4) The Carousel of Progress addressed future preservation methods and innovative ways 
to make preservation relevant to new audiences including communities with diverse cultures. 

A highlight of the conference was the Three Minute Success Stories, a preservation revival held at the outdoor theater of the 
Muckenthaler Center in Fullerton.  The program was hilarious and the 1924 Spanish Colonial Revival home on eight acres 
was a beautiful setting.  Fondly referred to as ‘The Muck,” the home was a gift to the City of Fullerton from Harold 
Muckenthaler in 1965 and was placed  on the National Register of Historic Places in 1999.  Mr. Muckenthaler, who passed 
away at 90 years of age on April 16, was the grandchild of Samuel Kraemer and Angelina Yorba and Albert and Agusta 
Muckenthaler.  The event was a celebration of preservation battles fought and won in the surroundings of a once private 
family estate, now reused as the Muckenthaler Cultural Center.   In fact, a Fullerton Union High School District Student Art 
Show was going on while we were there.  What an authentic gift of history to the people of Fullerton! 

 

April 24 Program: “A Historical Overview of Regional Parks and Open Space in Dana Point” 
 

Eric Jessen was our featured speaker for April and he presented 
a wonderful accounting of all of the parks and open spaces in 
Dana Point. Eric recently retired from his position as Chief, 
Orange County Harbors, Beaches & Parks (now OC Parks) after 
31 years with the department. His in-depth knowledge of the 
history of each of our park areas---how they were funded, how 
the land was originally used, various stories of political intrigue 
involving some of the properties---delighted all of the members 
who attended. Various maps and pictures accompanied his 
presentation which helped to highlight his insightful text. 

 

Terry Walsh, standing, thanks Eric 
Jessen, seated left, for his excellent 
presentation. 

Eric speaks with DPHS members at 
the reception. 
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Membership Dues 
 

Thanks to all who have renewed your membership 
dues. It is very much appreciated.  Our activities, such 
as the newsletter, program meetings, collection and 
preservation of documents and photographs, are 
funded by your dues.  
 
Welcome new members John Sedigh, Dennis and 
Jane Galligani, Jim and Janie Raub, Jeff Rosaler, 
and Ellen Dovey. And a special thanks to the Dana 
Point Youth Board for their donation of $500 and to 
Ellen Dovey for her donation of $25.  It is much ap-

preciated. 
 
All contributions are tax deductible as the Historical So-
ciety is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, EIN 33-
0359288.    

 
    Regina Barnes 
 

 Joel Bishop ran across an old friend 
while visiting Stearn’s Wharf in Santa Barbara.  Can you 
guess who it is? Follow this link to find out on our website: 
http://www.danapointhistorical.org/?p=1893 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Let’s Go Digital! 
 

If you would like to receive our newsletter in a digital 
format, please use the information below.  You may 
add more than one email for other members in your 
household or those who are not living at home, such 
as college students or those temporarily living out of 
town. 
 

Send an email to:  DPHSNewsletter@gmail.com 

 

1) Tell us your name and mailing address. 

2) Tell us if you want ONLY the digital version, 

OR BOTH the digital and print versions. 

3) List up to four emails where you would like 

the digital version sent. 
 

Remember to sign up to make DPHS your 

Ralph’s Community Donor Recipient!   
Send an email to DPHSNewsletter@gmail.com if you 

need instructions. 
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