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The Dana Point Historical Society has been offering tiles for patrons since 1999. A blank tile is ready for transformation 
into a memory for years to come. Blank tiles can be painted at Fired Up 
Ceramics, in San Clemente. Once or twice per year, sets of finished tiles 
are permanently mounted on the sea wall above Baby Beach in the 
harbor for viewing by not only the patron, but by the many people who 
stroll by while walking near the harbor. The installation is performed by 
DPHS volunteers. A very special thanks goes out to our professional tile 
contractor volunteer, Mike Choate, who has been helping us since the 
beginning of the program.  At left, Mike installs the latest sets of tiles. 
 
Blank tiles make terrific holiday gifts for the recipient to decorate later. To 
purchase your tile or tiles, simply visit Fired Up Ceramics at 143 Avenida 
Granada, in San Clemente (one block South of Del Mar).  Hours are 
noon to 6 p.m. everyday and Friday until 9 p.m. Tiles are $50 each and 
your donation goes to further the preservation of history in our area.   



President’s Message 

This is the season to count our blessings and thank you, our members and sponsors, for your 
support throughout the year.  We commend and thank the City Planning Commissioners for 
granting historic designations this summer to four of Dana Point’s earliest historic resources, as 
well as the first Woodruff commercial building and the 1929 La Cresta apartment building 
currently under restoration.   We were grateful to accept the city's offer of a lease, and, delighted 
to receive the keys to Suite 104 on September 24.  
 

Thanks to the efforts of the committee and everyone who attended---a reported 100 people---
officials, guests and members gathered for Sunset at the Drogher to celebrate our 25th 
Anniversary kick-off on September 26 and to remember and reminisce.  Our Society was 

congratulated for our founders’ vision and recognized for the dedicated volunteers who have collected, guarded and recorded 
Dana Point’s historic resources. 
 

It is important for us to acknowledge that all this doesn’t just happen by itself.  Members and sponsors donate dues, underwrite 
projects and volunteer expertise and time.  As seen in this issue, volunteers moved furniture to the new museum space and 
reorganized items in storage this fall.  We moved office furnishings and display cabinets into our new space at City Hall and 
succeeded in closing two storage units.  Progress! 
 

My heartfelt thanks go to the board of directors and members who have organized our projects and events this year. The 
Nominating and Bylaws Committees met to choose a slate of officers and to propose needed bylaw revisions to be voted upon 
at the Annual General Meeting on January 23, 2013.  The Baby Beach Tile Wall Committee again installed several sets of 
personalized, hand-painted tiles on October 28.  The Museum Committee has ordered a wall hanging system, researched 
furnishings and restored display cabinets.  The October 24 Ghost Walk on Los Rios Street was fun and, thanks to member Nada 
Chatwell, we have an account of our experience in this issue. Could there be a better location for a ghost walk and legends tour 
than the oldest residential neighborhood in California with adobes dating to the 1790s? 
 

Our relaxing November 7 field trip to the Mission Inn received raves.  The balmy fall day explained why Riverside was a popular 
winter resort in the 1890s.  Just a day after our national election, we toured where ten U.S. Presidents had visited. The Mission 
Inn also has very interesting ties to Orange County and, coincidentally, to our January meeting. Duane Roberts, the current 
owner of the Mission Inn, owns a historic Camel Point home in Laguna Beach. In this same area Frank Miller, the hotel’s inspired 
visionary, built a home in South Laguna in 1918 while building the Mission Inn with the same architect, Arthur B. Benton. Now 
known as the Villa Rockledge and owned by Roger W. Jones since 1972, it is to be auctioned December 15, 2012 at noon with 
an opening bid of $10.5 million and is appraised at $25.7 million.  Even more interesting, Eric Jessen, retired Chief of the County 
of Orange Harbors, Beaches, and Parks Department, has agreed to speak at our January meeting. When Eric was a landscape 
contractor, he designed and executed the historic landscape restoration of a Laguna Beach National Historic Landmark—the 
Villa Rockledge! Mark your 2013 calendar for our January 23 meeting.  
 

Thanks for giving your support to the Dana Point Historical Society. I look forward to visiting with you at the December 2nd 
Holiday Open House.  Have a Happy Thanksgiving!              
         Barbara Force Johannes 
 

 

We Give Thanks to Stillwater Spirits & Sounds and many others . . . 

Thanks to the City of Dana Point, the Dana Point Chamber of Commerce and Stillwater Spirits & Sounds, our volunteers earned 

$1000 for the Historical Society on August 12th.  The Dana Point Summer Concert Series was music to our ears and provided 

seven nonprofits the opportunity to earn funds.  We were invited to sign up for one concert and provide volunteers.  The 

Chamber of Commerce provided the liquor license for each concert.  Stillwater generously made an additional donation so that 

each organization would receive a $1000 check from the Chamber of Commerce in October. We arrived at Lantern Bay Park 

early Sunday morning to set up the DPHS booth as the beneficiary of the ‘Spirit Garden’.  Twelve volunteers worked to get the 

tent and supplies out from our storage unit, pop up the tent and rotate sentry duty for three hours.  Please join in thanking 

Regina Barnes, Heidi Hyde, Nancy Jenkins, Keith & Barbara Johannes, Carlos & Georgelean Olvera, Robert & Ann Shultz, Ross 

Teasley and Terry & Lee Walsh for their efforts on behalf of the DPHS. On your next visit to Stillwater Spirits & Sounds please be 

sure to thank Damian Collins and his team who provided a bar for the concert series and then gave their profits and more back 

to our local nonprofit organizations.  The Concert Series is a terrific model of our City’s Community Services and Parks 

Department working with business and volunteers to provide art and culture in beautiful surroundings. 



Thank you for serving in 2012! 

President & Past VP    Barbara Johannes  

Past President    Carlos N. Olvera 

Vice President / Membership   Regina Barnes 

Secretary     Heidi Hyde 

Corresponding Secretary   Judith Henderson 

Treasurer     Christy Johnson 

  Appointed Offices 

Parliamentarian    Mary Crowl 

Museum Chair    Ross Teasley  

Newsletter Editor    Max Brown  

Past Newsletter Editors   Mary Crowl 

     Carlos N. Olvera 

  Standing Committees   

Programs     Jessica Blair 

Meeting locations    Mary Williams 

Tile Wall     Rod Howorth 

     Max Brown 

     Mike Choate 

Museum     Ross Teasley, Ch 

     Liz Bamattre 

     Christy Johnson 

     Barbara Johannes 

     Terry Walsh 

     Heidi Hyde 

Preservation    Barbara Johannes 

Curb & Sidewalk Stamps   Keith Johannes, Ch 

     Rod Howorth 

     Terry Walsh 

Public Exhibits    Judy Henderson 

     Elizabeth Bamattre 

     Carlos N. Olvera 

     Bill Shepherd 

Public Relations    Joel Bishop 

Special Events    Elizabeth Bamattre 

Tours     Terry Walsh, Ch 

     Liz Bamattre 

     Keith Johannes 

Website     Ross Teasley 

  Special Committees 

By-Laws     Nancy Jenkins, Ch 

     Mary Crowl 

     Terry Walsh 

     Paul Hinman 

     Linda Moore 

Nominating    Mary Crowl, Ch 

     Liz Bamattre 

     Rod Howorth 

     Bea Read 

     Barbara Boyd 

Scholarships    Regina Barnes, Ch 

     Heidi Hyde 

     Judy Henderson,  

     Judy Brandmeier 

     Beverli Jinn 

News Drogher Mailing   Rob Howarth 

     Carlos N. Olvera 

 
Annual Meeting , Potluck and  

Speaker Eric Jessen Slated for January 23 
 

DPHS annual membership meeting and Potluck will 
be held Wednesday, January 23 at Community 
House starting at 6:00 p.m.  A potluck dinner is 
followed by the annual meeting and election of 
DPHS officers and board.  The slate of candidates for 
the 2012 year, as well as amendments to the bylaws 
will be included in the January News Drogher. The 
evening concludes with a presentation by Eric 
Jessen, a 45-year Laguna Beach resident and 
longtime Board Member of the Laguna Beach 
Historical Society.  In 2005, Eric retired as Chief of 
the County of Orange Harbors, Beaches, and Parks 
Department. Prior to that employment, he was a 
landscape contractor, during which he designed and 
executed the historic landscape restoration of 
Laguna Beach National Historic Landmark Villa 
Rockledge. He served the City as Chairman of the 
Historic Advisory Board that performed the original 
survey of historic buildings in Laguna Beach, and 
also served as President of the South Coast Water 
District. 
 

 

Volunteers Sought for Program Committee 

The Program Committee, presently headed by 

Jessica Blair, is seeking volunteers to help with 

committee functions.  Jessica is seeking interested 

members to help set up monthly programs, which 

can include coordinating logistics for upcoming 

programs and trips, arranging for meeting places for 

DPHS functions, and talking with members and 

people in the community to obtain speakers for 

monthly meetings.  Much of this can be done by 

telephone and email.  Every level of volunteering is 

welcome and all skill levels are needed.  

Commitment is based on the time you have 

available to serve.  Please contact Jessica Blair at 

(949) 690-7823, or email her at 

attyjessicablair@yahoo.com. 

 

 



November Field Trip to Beautiful Mission Inn, Riverside 

DPHS Members and guests piled into a comfy tour bus and made their way to Mission Inn, a beautifully restored registered 
hotel in Riverside that dates back to the late 1800s.   

The property began as a small cottage hotel called the 
"Glenwood Hotel" built by civil engineer Christopher Columbus 
Miller in 1876. In 1902, Miller's son, Frank, changed the name 
to the "Mission Inn" and started building, in a variety of styles, 
until he died in 1935. Miller's vision for the eclectic structure 
was drawn from many historical design periods, revivals, 
influences and styles. 

The 2.5 acre property covers an entire city block and contains 
narrow passageways, exterior arcades, a medieval-style clock 
with moving full-size figures, a five-story rotunda, numerous 
patios and windows, castle towers, minarets, a Cloister Wing 
(with catacombs), flying buttresses, Mediterranean domes 
and a pedestrian skybridge, among many other features. 
 

The St. Francis 
Chapel houses four large, stained-glass windows and two original mosaics by 
Louis Comfort Tiffany. The Mexican-Baroque style "Rayas Altar" is 25 feet tall 
by 16 feet across, 
carved from cedar 
and is completely 
covered in gold leaf. 

Right, from high in 
the rotunda looking 
below to the plaza 
and fountain. 

We left historic 
Riverside via beau-
tiful Victoria Ave-
nue. The avenue 
linked the down-town, the Mission Inn and Mt. Rubidoux to Arlington Heights 

citrus growers.   The 1892 master-planned roadway design of trees and flowers, whose spectacular towering rows of 1600 
palms are viewed by  today's  freeway travelers, provided miles of scenery.   We passed thousands of “Ragged Robin” 
Roses outside our windows as we sipped our beverages in farewell. 

Many thanks to Jessica Blair, Terry Walsh and Mary Crowl for creating such a wonderful trip, and to Keith Johannes for 
providing some of the photographs. 
 



 

Thank You Moving Day Volunteers!  

This fall, volunteers from DPHS rolled up their sleeves and got to work 

on the Society’s multiple storage units.  Their goal was to move office 

furniture and archival materials into the Society’s new museum space 

at Suite 104 in City Hall, and to consolidate storage to reduce rental 

costs.   

On September 29, donated office furnishings were moved into Suite 

104 with the help of Liz Bamattre, Terry Walsh, Barbara & Keith 

Johannes and two hired men and a truck from Lighthouse Charitable 

Foundation.  We succeeded in closing one of our storage units.   

The Museum Com-

mittee planned the second move on October 29, closing another storage 

unit by month’s end. The above-mentioned volunteers were joined by 

Ross Teasley, Christy Johnson, Nancy Jenkins, Rene Cortez, Mary Crowl, 

Max Brown and two men with a truck, again from Lighthouse Charitable 

Foundation.  The volunteers worked all or part of the day to move display 

cabinets, file cabinets and archival materials to Suite 104. Finally, all 

storage items were combined into the one remaining unit.   

 

 

 

The first DPHS Board meeting in our new museum and office space was held on 

November 6.  There was much excitement even though we sat on plastic lawn 

chairs and worked at makeshift tables.  But the feeling of being in our new home 

was a wonderful moment for all of us that day. 

 

         

     ‘Tis the Season to be Jolly: Sunday, December Dec 2 

'Tis the Season to be jolly… Santa Claus, St. Nicholas and Father Christmas 

will be among the many Santas from Nancy Jenkins extensive Santa 

Collection to deck the hall at our traditional Holiday Open House.  Follow me 

in merry measure… and bring your favorite holiday appetizer or cookies to 

share if you wish.   While I tell of holiday treasure… you will receive a 25th 

Anniversary "treasure" for renewing your 2013 membership, or your donation 

to our new museum space.  Fast away the old year passes---join us before 

we hail the new (year), ye lads and lasses!   Fa la la la la la la la la. 



Are You of This World? 

Ask a ghost, “Are you of this world?” If you get an answer, you’ll know if it’s a real ghost or if it’s someone playing a prank on you. That’s 

how our docent, Lorie Porter, from the San Juan Historical Society, began our Ghost Tour on Los Rios Street in San Juan     Capistrano. 

Over two dozen DPHS members and guests were provided a special tour on Thursday, October 25th.  Lorie provided us with the following 

facts and folklore about the happenings in and around Los Rios Street, the oldest residential street in California. 

The O’Neill Historical Museum is an 1870’s Victorian, located on Los Rios Street adjacent to Zoomer’s Petting Zoo. (In 1976 i t was 

relocated to Los Rios from behind the El Adobe Restaurant.)  It was here that our group began the evening’s spooky fun. The O’Neill 

Museum is also known as the former home of the Garcia and Pryor families. It was built for Jose Dolores Garcia as a four room structure 

without a kitchen or a bathroom.  The cooking was done outdoors. In the 1920’s a kitchen was added but for fire safety the cooking was 

still done outside the main house.  In 1896, Jose Dolores Garcia, a saloon owner, was murdered outside his saloon which still stands on 

Camino Capistrano. The murder is presumed to have occurred because someone wanted his land but he would not sell. 

The next owner, Albert Pryor, bought the house in 1903. The Pryors would have their morning tea on the front porch and Albert spent 

many hours watching the children and trains from his rocking chair. It is said that Albert has been seen rocking on the porch wearing a 

gray shawl over his shoulders. The house sat vacant for many years because it was thought to be haunted. No one would buy the house 

because of strange noises coming from inside. Even transients have refused to occupy it. It was moved to its present location and the 

noises have ceased.  

The next story was based on the Mexican folklore about La Llorona. Michele Kelly tells the tale of a beautiful young prostitute who 

drowned her children in the nearby Trabuco Creek. Her cries, screeches and sobs can be heard at night when the wind blows. It is said 

that she walks the river bed looking for children so she can pay penance. Old-timers warned, “Don’t go out when La Llorona is out.” Upon 

hearing this tale, on nights when the wind would howl, young mothers too frightened to sleep would cling to their children. In the mornings, 

they would be relieved to find their babies still tucked in their arms. Many children growing up in this area would not go anywhere near 

the riverbed at night.  

Lorie led us to another docent at his post in front of the Rios home. Dave Davidson explained that the Rios family had the adobe built in 

1791. A descendent, Steve Rios, lives in the home today and he is the tenth generation.  One evening when Steve was about 10 – 12 

years old, he and his dad were alone in the house, preparing for a hunting excursion the next day. Later that evening, when Steve was 

trying to sleep, he heard the back door open and footsteps follow. He jolted up and called out to his dad. As young Steve ran downstairs, 

he heard the footsteps retreat and the back door close. His dad grabbed a hunting rifle and joined Steve at the rear door. The windows 

and doors were still locked from the inside and they found nothing. They learned that the footsteps most likely belonged to the ghost of 

bandit, Joaquin Murrieta. In years past, the Rios’s family had given Joaquin shelter. At that time the family had kept a ladder nearby and 

a bed in the attic for Joaquin.  Because they were sympathetic to his cause he always left a gold coin. He was supposedly robbed from 

the rich and gave to the poor. They believe he is a friendly ghost and is a protector of the house.    

More popular legends followed . . . Several stories about the White Lady have surfaced through the years. She often appears near the 

200 year old pepper tree. According to one legend, if you see a cone of light in her presence, wait until she leaves, then mark the location. 

The next day, you’ll find gold.  

The White Lady has also been seen at the Ortega graveyard off Ortega highway, behind the old Shell station. She is said to have long 

black hair, wears a white dress, and doesn’t have any visible feet.  The old-timers who’ve seen her commented, “Don’t worry . . .  she 

won’t hurt you.” 

Next, we visited the two-room, modestly furnished Montañez adobe that was built about 1794.  Except for the linseed oil that was worked 

into the floor to keep the dust down, the building is original. We were told that Dona Polonia Montañez took it upon herself to provide a 

Christian education to the neighborhood children when there was no resident priest at the Mission. She was known to use a   

            (con’t on page 7) 



cattle prod to poke the children if they weren’t paying attention to their lessons. She was an herbalist who grew her own plants and a 

midwife. 

Because of a severe drought, times were difficult for the Los Rios community. To bring rain to the town, Dona Polonia and the children 

began praying and chanting as they trekked along on their long journeys. After three days of prayer vigils and chants, it began to rain. 

Today locals claim that light can be seen under the door of the Montañez adobe where the children said their prayers and chanting can 

be heard.  

In the 1970’s, a botanist student, Barbie, cared for the adobe. She complained, “I’ve lived here for four years and have never seen the 

White Lady!” After staying up late studying for finals, she fell asleep. Later, she awoke to a smiling apparition of the White Lady without 

any visible feet. The tired student pleaded, “I’ve got finals tomorrow, please come back.” Barbie fell back to sleep and never saw the 

White Lady again.  

Next, Lorie ushered us to the Ramos house docent Ron Lance. (The Ramos House Café is located next to the house.) The docent, 

recalling a story from the past, described how an owner had hired a carpenter to do work at the residence. After the first day of the project, 

the carpenter piled his tools in the room. When he returned the next morning, the tools were scattered about. When he inquired about 

the mess, the owner said, “Strange things happen.” At the end of the next day, the carpenter stacked his tools and placed them in a back 

room and swept up. The same thing happened again. When he returned in the morning, his tools and boxes of nails were emptied and 

strewn about.  When he spoke with the owner, the carpenter was finally given a history of the back room: the owner’s grandmother had 

died there. She had told the family that she never wanted to leave the room. He added that the back bedroom is always 20 degrees 

cooler than the rest of the house. On the third work day, the same thing had happened — the carpenter’s tools were again strewn about 

the back room.  

When he opened the door to the attic, a white thing swept downward and out through the closed door.  

He never went back.  

We didn’t examine the grandmother’s cold bedroom, but we were able to climb down irregular, narrow steps that led to a crawlspace 

below the main bedroom. The room has been converted to a band rehearsal room and wine cellar.  

Remember, when you’re in the Los Rios neighborhood and see a ghost, ask “Are you of this world?”  

And, be sure to let us know the answer . . .  

 

         Nada Chatwell 

 

To read Nada’s entire article, please go to our website at WWW.DanaPointHistorical.ORG. 

 

The San Juan Capistrano Historical Society will offer the Ghost & Legends Tour again next year and weekly historical 

walking tours are offered by The Society every Sunday starting at the train depot at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Our thanks to  SJCHS guides Lorie Porter and C. J. Devins and the  four story tellers at various locations.  Special thanks 

to Elizabeth, Bill and Nick Bamattre for arranging our private DPHS tour and for serving refreshments at the O'Neill 

House Museum. 

http://www.danapointhistorical.org/
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Membership Update 
    

Your membership dues are important.  Our activi-
ties, such as the newsletter, program meetings, col-
lection and preservation of documents and photo-
graphs, are funded by your dues. 
 
At this time we would like to welcome the following 
new members, Judy and Gary Olson, Rene Cortez 
and Hugh C. Boyd.  We appreciate your commit-
ment to our mission which is to celebrate and pre-
serve the history of Dana Point for current and fu-
ture generations. 
 
All contributions are tax deductible as the Historical 
Society is a nonprofit 501(c)(3). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Ralph’s Participants 
 
Thank you to all our members who sign up to partic-
ipate in the Ralph’s Community Giving Program.  
Your extra dollars are welcome additions to our 
treasury.   
 
If you haven’t yet signed up, please contact Max 
Brown at mbrown.bearlake@yahoo.com and he can 
email the instructions to you. 
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